The annual report of an asylum, comprising as it usually does a statement of the year's proceedings, with an account of the cases treated, is doubtless interesting, not only to those immediately connected with the institution, but also to the medical profession. From the limited circulation of these documents, however, a very indistinct idea is entertained generally of what is actually done in these establishments for the alleviation or cure of insanity. For Glasgow having the largest proportion stands first on the list, then Edinburgh, and the others follow according to the same order.
The tables have been constructed from those published in the last annual reports of the several institutions.
The following table exhibits the number of cases treated during the past year in each of the public asylums, the number dismissed, their state, and the average daily number resident:? In all reports the form of the disease, its duration, the period of treatment, with the age and sex of the patients dismissed, cured, or dead, should be distinctly noted. have not inserted them.
I now proceed to consider the circumstances of the cases dismissed. They are 680 in number. The inquiry will be conducted after the same order as that adopted in the admissions. Sex, age, duration of disease, &c. being exhibited, in so far as the returns will allow. The condition of those discharged uncured has been omitted. The same fact will account for the higher ratio of mortality." In more than one-half of the above cases the disease had existed for upwards of two years previously to death taking place.
Thirteen died within three months from the commencement of the attack, and only eight from three to six months.
In many of those above two years the disease had existed for a very long period. 
